Guidelines for ABC Data Collection

1. Create an individualized data collection form with a key based on

a. Settings or events the student participates in (Context/Activity column)
b. Some possible or suspected antecedents (Antecedents/ Setting Events column)
c. Problem behavior that significantly interferes with learning (Identifies Target Behavior column) Behaviors such as Aggression, Disruption, Destructive acts, Self injury, etc.
d. Frequently used consequences (Consequences/ Outcome column)
e. Student’s usual response to the consequences (Student Reaction column)
2. Define the problem behavior(s) and share with others collecting the data
a. Measurable and observable terms

b. Limit data to two or three behaviors
3. Record the data when observed- write the time and corresponding letter on the line
a. Collect enough data to identify a pattern 

i. a minimum of 10 episodes of each behavior but more may be needed 
ii. use another method for dangerous, infrequent behavior (for ex. fights once every couple of months)
iii. a 5 – 10 day sample for more frequent behavior
iv. for high rates of behavior samples can be taken 
b. Document days when no behavior occurred; sample should be an accurate representation

(Put ‘0’ on the form in addition to the identifying information)

c. Try to limit adding to the form once you have begun collecting data in the areas of context, antecedents, consequences and student reaction

d. Do not change the behavior or add others once data collection has started

4. Analyze the data

a. Determine your baseline measure of the behavior

b. Identify patterns in the data and summarize the patterns (not just when rates were high but when they were low)
c. Use the information to plan interventions and strategies to address the problem behavior

d. Consider documenting the effectiveness of the intervention with a less intense system of data collection (must be comparable to baseline data-frequency data, duration data, etc.)

Antecedent – Behavior – Consequence Data Form
Student: ______________________

Circle One:  Mon     Tue     Wed     Thurs     Fri                                Page _______






Full day   Absent   Partial day:  In _____ Out ______

Date: _________

CREATE AN INDIVIDUALIZED KEY BELOW.  RECORD DATA WHEN IT OCCURS USING THE LETTERS FROM THE KEY.  RECORD ‘0’ OR ‘NONE’ FOR NO BEHAVIOR.        
	Time

Begin & End
	Context/Activity
Student’s environmental surroundings such as places/events?
	Antecedent/ Setting Events What occurred just before the behavior?
	Identified Target Behaviors 

Specific behavior displayed?
	Consequence/
Outcome What happened immediately after the behavior?
	Student Reaction
Student’s reaction to the consequence?
	Staff Initials

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INDIVIDUALIZED KEY

	
	A.
	A. Transition
	A.
	A.
	A.  Stopped
	

	
	B.
	B.  Denied Access
	B.
	B.
	B.  Continued
	

	
	C.
	C. Instruction/Directive
	C.
	C.
	C.  Intensified
	

	
	D.
	D.  New Task
	
	D.
	D.
	

	
	E.
	E. Tchr Attention to others
	
	E.
	E.
	

	
	F.
	F. Told “NO”
	
	F.
	F.
	

	
	G.
	G.  Waiting
	
	G.
	G.
	

	
	H.
	H.
	
	H.
	H.
	

	
	I.
	I.
	
	I.
	I.
	

	
	J.
	J.
	
	J.
	J.
	

	
	K.
	K.
	
	K.
	K.
	

	
	L.
	L.
	
	L.
	L.
	


	BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENT FORM: COMMON ENTRIES



	Context
	Antecedent
	Behaviors
	Consequences/Outcome
	Student Reaction

	Assembly
	*Transition
	(List identified 
	Choice given
	Stopped (set criteria)

	Academics
	*Denied Access
	   target behaviors)
	Redirection
	Continued (set criteria)

	Art
	*Instruction/Directive
	
	Discussion of behavior by staff
	Intensified (set criteria)

	Bathroom
	*New Task
	LIMIT NUMBER
	Personal space given
	Slept

	Break
	*Teacher attention to others
	OF BEHAVIORS
	Changed/delayed/stopped activity
	Apologized

	Bus Area
	*Told ‘No’
	TO 3
	Natural consequence
	Cried

	CBI
	*Waiting
	
	Ignored
	Other behavior

	Centers
	Corrective Feedback
	DEFINE TARGET
	Peer attention
	Moved away/left room

	Choice
	Routine Task
	BEHAVIORS
	Verbal reprimand
	Self-stimulation

	Computer Lab
	Choice Given
	ON THE BOTTOM 
	Physical prompt
	

	Gym/P.E
	Physical Prompt
	OF THE SHEET 
	Withholding Reinforcer
	

	Group (large, small, whole)
	Redirection
	OR ON A 
	Removal of materials
	

	Hallway
	Attempt  to communicate
	SEPARATE
	Sent home
	

	Home Living
	Down time
	PAGE SO
	Office Referral
	

	Individual Work 
	Close physical proximity
	EVERYONE THAT 
	Time-out
	

	Leisure
	Non-demand Interaction w/others
	COLLECTS
	Physical Restraint
	

	Library/media
	Non-participation
	DATA COUNTS
	Mechanical Restraint
	

	Lunchroom/Cafeteria
	Environmental Changes
	THE  SAME
	
	

	Music
	Physical Symptoms
	BEHAVIOR
	
	

	Outside/Playground
	Vocal Distress
	
	
	

	Pre/voc.
	Previous Incident
	
	
	

	Rest
	Displays non-targeted behavior/s
	
	
	

	Snack
	Challenge/teasing from other student
	
	
	

	Speech
	Cursing/inappropriate language
	
	
	

	Story
	
	
	
	

	*Do not use classroom in the assessment key; use more specific events,  activities or instructional periods
	* Required in assessment key
	
	
	


Antecedent – Behavior – Consequence Data Form
Student: _______A______      

Circle One:  Mon     Tue     Wed     Thurs     Fri                                Page __1___







Full day   Absent   Partial day:  In _____ Out ______

Date: _11-29-04_
CREATE AN INDIVIDUALIZED KEY BELOW.  RECORD DATA WHEN IT OCCURS USING THE LETTERS FROM THE KEY.  RECORD ‘0’ OR ‘NONE’ FOR NO BEHAVIOR.        
	Time

(Begin-End)
	Context/Activity
	Antecedent/ Setting Events
	Identified Target Behaviors
	Consequence/
Outcome
	Student Reaction
	Staff Initials

	1.       8:01
	a
	a
	a
	a/b
	b/a
	aa

	          8:02
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8:22
	d
	c
	b
	a/b
	b
	aa

	8:24
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.       8:30
	d
	e
	b
	e
	a
	bb

	          8:35
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:15
	e
	               f
	a
	c/d
	b/a
	bb

	9:16
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:55
	k
	b
	a
	f
	a
	bb

	9:56
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10:29
	f
	a
	b
	b
	b
	bb

	10:35
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11:49
	b
	f
	a
	a
	b
	aa

	11:50
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1:05
	i
	d
	b
	e
	a
	aa

	1:08
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INDIVIDUALIZED KEY

	
	A.  Bus
	A. transition
	A.  Spitting
	A.  ignoring
	A.  Stopped
	

	
	B.  Bathroom
	B.  tchr attn to others
	B.  Hitting self
	B.  redirecting
	B.  Continued
	

	
	C.  Hall
	C. request by teacher 
	
	C.  reprimand
	C.  Intensified
	

	
	D.  Reading
	D.  told “no”
	
	D.  over correction
	
	

	
	E.  Calendar
	E. difficult task
	
	E.  removed from group
	
	

	
	F.  Math
	F. waiting 
	
	F. warning
	
	

	
	G.  Centers
	
	
	G.  time out  
	
	

	
	H.  Cafeteria
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I.  Science
	
	
	
	
	

	
	J.  Speech
	
	
	
	
	

	
	K.  Leisure
	
	
	
	
	

	
	L.  P.E.
	
	
	
	
	


NARRATIVE FOR EXAMPLE:

The following behavioral sequences would be recorded like these examples below:

1. A. is getting off the bus and walking into school.  She spits and it’s ignored.  She spits again and then the teacher/monitor says something like, “Hurry to class before the bell rings.”  She stops spitting and walks to class.
	8:01-8:02
	a (bus)
	a (transition)
	a (spitting)
	a/b (ignored/redirected)
	b/a (continued– she spits immediately –then stops) 
	aa


2. When A. was doing her reading assignment, she asked for help.  After receiving help she worked independently for about 5 minutes.  Then A. got upset saying, “It’s too hard – I can’t do this!”  A. began to hit herself on the head and cry.  I asked A. to sit in the back of the room away from the other students. The behavior stopped and A. regained control. 

	8:30-8:35
	d (reading)
	e (difficult task)
	b (hits self)
	e (removed from group)
	 a (behavior stop)
	bb


